LOWRY-WASSINK DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

JOHN LOWRY WAS WIDELY REGARDED AS THE PREMIER HIGH SCHOOL TRACK STARTER IN THE STATE OF IOWA.  A RESIDENT OF MARION, JOHN OFFICIATED HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS FOR 33 YEARS, DURING WHICH HE OFFICIATED 40 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS IN FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL AND TRACK.  HE STARTED 23 STATE BOY’S TRACK MEETS.
JOHN WAS A MEMBER OF THE IOWA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION OFFICIALS’ HALL OF FAME AND THE IOWA ASSOCIATION OF TRACK OFFICIALS HALL OF FAME.  HE ALONG WITH CORNIE WASSINK WERE THE FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE IOWA ASSOCIATION OF TRACK OFFICIALS IN 2000.  THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLE OF THE ORGANIZATION WAS, AND CONTINUES TO BE, IMPROVING THE QUALITY AND CONSISTENCY OF OFFICIATING FOR THE SPORT OF TRACK AND FIELD.
CORNIE WASSINK FIRST BECAME INVOLVED WITH TRACK AND FIELD SERVING AS A TIMER AT NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE TRACK MEETS.  ULTIMATELY, HIS EXPERTISE WAS RECOGNIZED WITH HIS SELECTION TO NUMEROUS HALL OF FAME GROUPS, INCLUDING THE IHSAA AND IATO.  IN ADDITION, CORNIE WORKED NUMBEROUS COLLEGE MEETS IN THE NAIA, NCAA D-1, D-11 AND D-111.  HE STARTED MANY STATE TRACK MEETS OVER HIS CAREER.
THE LOWRY-WASSINK DISTINGUISED SERVICE AWARD IS GIVEN BY THE IATO IN JOHN’S & CORNIE’S MEMORY TO INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BETTERMENT OF IOWA HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AND FIELD OFFICIATING.
THIS IS A ONCE-IN-A LIFETIME AWARD AND REPRESENTS THE HIGHEST RECOGNITION EXTENDED BY THE IOWA ASSOCIATION OF TRACK OFFICIALS.

List of Recipients
2003-David Anderson – Boone
2004-None
2005-Mike Dick – Urbandale
2006-Mark Kostek – West Des Moines
2007-Cornie Wassink – Alton
2008-Marty Pillers – West Des Moines
2009-None
2010-Gerald Kuiper – Indianola
2011-Ira Dunsworth –Davenport
2012-David Suntken – Clear Lake
2013-Mike Stanley –Avoca
2014-None
2015-Tim Sanderson – Keystone & Chuck Liston – Marion
2016-John Overton – Des Moines
2017-Al Neumann – Earlham
2018-Fran Long – Ft. Dodge
2019-Mike Jay – Tiffin
2020-None
2021-Denny White – Mt. Pleasant
2022-Terry Thompson – Ames
2023-Randy Baker – Le Grand
2024-John Casebolt – Marion
2025-Bill Neal – Iowa City


